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ATTENTION  CLUB MEMBERS  

 
DON'T MISS OUR APRIL 10th  

PROGRAM ON 
 

PHOTOS OF A COBALT BLUE  

GLASS FIRE EXTINGUISHER  
  

Read article inside on glass fire extinguishers 

 
 

  

 

 

MODERN GLASS WHIMSIES  

BY MEMBER JIM BENDER  



 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

                                     

  

 
  

 

 

 
 

FACILITIES:  Ron Weir, P. O. 509, Oriskany, NY 13424, Phone: (315) 736-8138 
 

HISTORIAN: Tom Andriach, 100 E. Sycamore St, Rome, NY 13440, Phone (315) 339-4338 
 

LIBRARIAN:  Tom Andriach, 100 E. Sycamore Street, Rome, NY 13440, Phone: (315) 339 -4338 
  

NEWSLETTER COEDITOR S: Fred DeCarlo 11 Shelly Place Utica, NY 13502, Phone: (315) 725-7577, Email:  

fdecarlo117@gmail.com, Jon Landers, 8646 Aitken Ave, Whitesboro, NY 13492, Ph: 864-3541, 

sj57831810@roadrunner.com 
 

PHOTOGRAPHER: Polly Blunk, 2317 Holman City Road, Clayville, NY 13322, Phone (315) 839-5548,   

Email: PBlunk2317@gmail.com         

 

PROGRAMS: Ron Weir, P. O. 509, Oriskany, NY 13424, Phone: (315) 736-8138 and Fred Capozzella-see below  
 

MONTHLY RAFFLES:  Tom Andriach, 100 E. Sycamore Street, Rome, NY 13440, Phone: (315) 339 ï 4338,  

Email: lostinspace47@outlook.com 
 

REFRESHMENT TABLE : Kathy Capozzella: 1108 Rutger Street, Utica, NY 13501, Phone (315) 724-1026, 

Email: fcapozzella@hotmail.com 
  

REFRESHMENTS LIST:   PERSON NEEDED!!! 
 

SHOW & SALE:  Peter Bleiberg, 7 White Pine Road, New Hartford, N.Y. 13413, Phone: (315) 735-5430  

Email:PMBleiberg@aol.com   
 

SUNSHINE PERSON: Kathy Capozzella: 1108 Rutger Street, Utica, NY 13501, Phone (315) 724-1026, Email: 

fcapozzella@hotmail.com 

 

                                             

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEES:  Mohawk Valley Antique Bottle Club 
 

                                                                                                              
Visit us on Facebook ï Mohawk Valley Antique Bottle Club 

Best Regards,  
Erik Genalo 

 

Hello friends,   
 

We've had some crazy weather the last couple of weeks, but I am optimistic 

that spring is actually coming! After not being able to make it to last month's 

meeting I am looking forward to Jim Bender's program on modern glass 

whimsies. Jon will have a sign-up sheet at this upcoming meeting for 

volunteers to help out with our upcoming bottle show. If you're going to be 

around, consider donating some of your time to help. Looking forward to 

seeing everyone on the 10th! 

   
 
 
 

TAKE CARE FRIENDS!  
 

 

                

Vxkyojktz±y&Skyygmk444 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

ON THE FRONT PAGE 

Three photos of a beautiful rare, cobalt blue Kalamazoo Automatic Hand Fire Extinguisher recently offered for 

sale by Glass Works Auction. 410. Fire Grenade, ñTHE KALAMAZOO / AUTOMATIC AND / HAND FIRE 

EXTINGUISHER / PATENT APPLIED FORò, Michigan, ca. 1880 - 1895, cobalt blue, 11 inches high, smooth 

base, tooled lip 
  

REFRESHMENTS. 

April 10 - Polly Blunk and Laura Laubenthal  

May 8 - Dave Mount, another person needed! 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

   

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  CLUB NEWS 

   

                           

  
Check out the website: uticabottles.com - Lots of nice photos of Utica, NY bottles 

 

 

What Utica, NY milk bottle also 

has "Oneida County" embossed 

on it? 
 

Answer: See comments at left. 
 

              

WHAT BOTTLE?  

THIS IS OUR HISTORY  

Answer to last monthôs question. 
 

 

 

HISTORY  

IN A 

BOTTLE!  

 

Editor's comment: What Utica, NY milk bottle 

also has "Oneida County" embossed on it? 
 

Can't find the photo of this milk bottle on my 

computer. Can anybody answer this question? If 

so please pass the information to Jon Landers. 

Thank you!  
 
 

 

 

                

 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU TO 

TOM ANDRIACH 

FOR MONITORING 

OUR CLUB'S 

FACEBOOK PAGE 

CHECK IT OUT: 

Mohawk Valley Antique Bottle Club 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE  

SYRACUSE BOTTLE CLUB  
 

ON THEIR VERY SUCCESSFUL 

2023 BOTTLE SHOW AND 

SALE! 

WE HOPE YOU HAVE MANY, 

MANY MORE. 

              MVABC MEM BERS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 GLASS ANTIQUE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS  
 

 

 

     During the 19th and into the first part of the 20th century nothing provoked a deadlier fear than 

fire. Cities from coast to coast suffered major fire calamities. San Francisco, Chicago, New York 

and Boston were each plagued with several large fires. 
 

     The earliest defenses were leather buckets, filled with water and transferred from hand-to-hand, 

with each then thrown onto the flames. These were followed by a wheeled apparatus, fitted with a 

hand operated pump, forcing water through a hose and onto a fire. 
 

     These were ways to combat fires in buildings, but what defense was available to the average 

citizens to defend themselves when a small fire broke out within the home. Within minutes, small 

fires leaped into roaring conflagrations. 
 

     Homes and buildings contained plenty of fodder to feed a fire, and several sources for ignition. 

Candles, kerosene and oil lamps, open fireplaces and wood and coal stoves were all triggers for 

combustion. 
 

     And as for the fodder, non-fire-retardant bedding and clothing, as well as combustible building 

materials, once ignited, would fuel a fire. Those waiting for the bucket brigade or the volunteer 

pumper force watched as buildings were engulfed in flames. 

From the 1870s through the early 1900s, when a small fire broke out in the interior of the home, a 

glass orb known as a fire grenade was taken from a wall-mounted-bracket or kept handy next to 

the fireplace and thrown at the base of the flames. The grenades were filled, in some cases, with 

salt water (used because it would not freeze in the winter cold), others were filled with carbon 

tetrachloride and sealed with a cork and cement. The concept was simple; the glass orb shattered 

on contact and the contents, as it spewed onto the flames, vaporized into fire extinguishing gas. 
 

     The fire grenade had its roots reaching back to time of the Roman Empire. Back then there were 

no bucket brigades or fire hoses. Some defense against fire was needed; buildings were equipped 

with primitive fire grenades.  
 

     The American Civil War was an incubator for new inventions and innovations, and it was 

during this time the idea of a fire grenade was resurrected. In 1863, the first patent for the fire 

grenade was awarded. (Several more patents would follow in later years.) In a burgeoning 

industrial nation such as America, when a market opened requiring goods or services, there was no 

shortage of manufacturers to provide them. Several companies exploded onto the scene to fill that 

niche. 
 

     The companies used powerful metaphors as a marketing tool. Red Comet was marketed as ñthe 

Original Automatic Fire Extinguisher.ò The company based in Littleton, Colorado, cornered a 

large piece of the market with their trademark red orbs. óAutoFyrStopô of Philadelphia touted their 

extinguishers as both automatic and ornamental. And with a name like óShur-Stopô how could their 

fire extinguisher grenade fail to do the job. But in several cases, they were ineffectual and did fail. 

They were helpful when a fire was just breaking out; beyond that stage, it was mostly a futile 

attempt to douse hungry flames. 
 

Editor's Note: The above information was taken from the internet. See the photos on the front 

page of this newsletter of a beautiful cobalt blue fire extinguisher. Although the item is beautiful, it 

was used for a bad reason, to put out a fire. In the old days before electricity, a lot of candles, 

whale oil lamps and kerosene lamps were used for lighting. These items were a fire hazard and if 

they got knocked over, could cause a fire. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MODERN GLASS WHIMSIES  

 

 

  
 

 

BLOWN GLASS BIRDS 

Photos from the Internet 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MORE MODE RN GLASS WHIMSIES  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOTTLES ALONG THE MOHAWK 
 

Contract for May 7, 2023 Bottle Show and Sale 
 

Please complete the application below and return to: 

 
            Peter Bleiberg                       Phone: (315) 735-5430 

            7 White Pine Road                Email: PMBleiberg@aol.com 

             New Hartford, NY 13413  
 

                   DEALER APPLICATION  
 

 

Dealer Name:                 __________________________________________________________ 

 
Address:                         __________________________________________________________ 

 
City, State, Zip:               __________________________________________________________ 

 
Phone:                             __________________________________________________________ 

 
Email address:                 __________________________________________________________ 

 
New York State sales tax ID number: ________________________________________________ 

 

 
Name & Address on tax ID (if different from above):        ______________________________________ 

 

                                                                                              ______________________________________ 

 

                                                                                               _____________________________________ 

 

Name of dealer's assistant (1 per dealer):                              _____________________________________ 

 

 

First Table               ________      X $20 =    __________ 
 

Additional tables     ________       X $15 =   __________ 
 

Total # of tables       ________        Total      __________ 

 

 

Please enclose your check, payable to the 

Mohawk Valley Antique Bottle Club. 
 

      The canceled check is your receipt. 

 

 

Signature 

__________________________________________ 

 

 



     
                                                       
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

                                                                   

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 
       

 

 

WHAT BOTTLE?  
THIS IS OUR HISTORY  

 
 

Where was Dr. Hindermanôs 

consumptive cure made? 
 

The answer will appear in the next 

newsletter.     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ARE YOU TIRED?  
 

Sometimes life is hectic and                              

at times like a meat grinder 
 

TAKE A COUPLE HOURS OFF  

AND ATTEND OUR MEETING  
 

You deserve it 
 

YOU WILL BE  

GLAD YOU DID!  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
   

 

       

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


